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INSIDE: MORE THAN

Help sought 
as shelter 
prepares 
to reduce 
its capacity

As dozens of people are forced 
to leave the local homeless shel-
ter, social service agencies are 

asking the com-
munity for help 
of all kinds — in-
cluding housing, 
camping gear and 
nonperishable 
food — to assist 
those who will 
soon be left with 
no other options. 

On Aug. 30, the 
Lawrence Com-
munity Shelter, 
which also pro-
vides guests three 
daily meals, will 
reduce its capac-
ity from 125 to 65 
people. The Bert 
Nash Community 
Mental Health 
Center Homeless 
Outreach Team 
is coordinating 
a campaign with 
the shelter to help 

find living arrangements or other-
wise assist as many of those people 
as possible. Bert Nash provided the 
Journal-World a prioritized list of 
how the community can help, with 
the resources sought including af-
fordably priced apartments, volun-
teer labor, RVs, land for camping 
and hygiene items. 

Bert Nash Homeless Outreach 
Program Manager Mathew Faulk 
said the first priority is to get as 
many people as possible into some 
kind of housing, but that the pro-
gram would also like to gather sup-
plies to make living outdoors more 
comfortable for those who must 
ultimately resort to that option.

By Rochelle Valverde
rvalverde@ljworld.com

Elementary teachers
The average for Lawrence elementary 

teachers is $10,885 less than the average 
for their Kansas City counterparts.
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Emergency workers
Wages for police officers, firefighters 

and other workers in the “protective ser-
vice occupations” category are fairly sim-
ilar around the state. Lawrence is nearly 
even with Kansas City, while Topeka is on 
top — but only by about $2,000.
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Management 
Managers in Kansas City make signifi-

cantly more than those in other parts of 
the state. The gap between Lawrence and 
Kansas City is nearly $30,000. Manhattan 
and Topeka are nearly neck and neck.
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WAGE BREAKDOWN
These graphs compare the aver-

age wages for several professions in 
the state’s five major metropolitan 
areas. Data is taken from the Kansas 
Department of Labor’s 2019 wage survey.

Lawrence teachers, managers 
lagging their KC counterparts

W
e should all have 
Kansas City envy. 
The state has released 
its annual report on 
wages across Kansas, 
and the numbers are 
a good reminder that 

pretty much all of us make less 
than what we would if were work-
ing in the much larger Kansas City 
economy. 

But some of us should be more 
green with envy than others. By 
the look of the numbers,  
Lawrence-area schoolteach-
ers could be a good stand-in for 
Kermit the Frog any day of the 
week. Not only do average wages 
for Lawrence teachers trail Kansas 
City — most of the time by about 
$10,000 a year — they are the low-
est of any metro area in the state. 

Other professions, though, 
aren’t faring as poorly as you 
might think. Public safety officers, 
construction workers, health care 
professionals, and particularly 
lawyers all have wages that stack 
up pretty well, sometimes even to 
Kansas City totals. 

One other Lawrence group, 
besides teachers, really seems 
to be laggards — bosses. (Insert 
your own joke here.) The very 
broad category of “manage-
ment occupations” is telling for 
Lawrence. Managers in Law-
rence have the lowest average 
wages of any metro area in the 
state. While many may not feel 
sorry for bosses, this figure 
may be one of the more impor-
tant numbers for Lawrence to 
understand. It seems like it is a 
reminder that corporations and 
Lawrence aren’t mixing well 
these days. 

‘‘There 
are approx-
imately 60 
people who 
are exiting 
the shelter 
who do not 
have any-
where else 
to go.”
— Mathew Faulk, 
homeless out-
reach program 
manager at Bert 
Nash Community 
Mental Health 
Center
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